April xx, 2004

The Honorable NAME

Pennsylvania House of Representatives

ADDRESS

ADDRESS

Dear Rep. NAME:

As a proud Pennsylvania State Trooper, I want to first thank you for the support you have given me and my fellow brothers and sisters.  It’s gratifying to know that you share our belief that nothing is more important than protecting 12 million Pennsylvanians.  

I’m writing to you today to ask for your support to fully fund the authorized state police complement, as set by the General Assembly in Act 100 of 2001.  As a member of the Pennsylvania State Troopers Association, I continually meet with troopers from all over our state.  We all take pride in our work, but as the world changes and our department has taken on new challenges, state police resources have been stretched to the very limit.

Act 100 increased the authorized complement to 4,310 troopers, adding 370 positions.  Since that time only 100 of these positions have been funded, and due to the lead-time associated with recruiting and training troopers, we have failed to fill those slots.  In fact, we are 133 below the staffing level funded in 2001.  Today, we patrol 44,000 highway miles and serve as the primary or secondary enforcement agency in all 67 counties.  What concerns me even more is we are facing additional staffing challenges due to 56 call-ups to active military duty, anticipated retirements during our contract year; and the possible approval of slot machines in sites across Pennsylvania.  All of these could further drain our complement to dangerously low levels.  

We realize that our state is enduring a difficult financial period, but this is certainly no time for Pennsylvania to suffer a shortage in the ranks of the Pennsylvania State Police.  We are the oldest statewide law enforcement agency of its kind in the nation.   During our 98-year existence, we have served as a national model for other states to follow and have made Pennsylvanians proud.  Please urge your caucus leadership and Governor Rendell to support full funding of the authorized trooper complement as part of their budget negotiations.  

Sincerely,

SIGNED
