Fully Funding Pennsylvania State Trooper Complement

Talking Points

(For use in personal visit/phone calls with local legislators)
Talking Point: Thank you for taking my call, and for the support you have given the Pennsylvania State Police.  The legislature and the state police currently have a strong bond in our determination to protect 12 million Pennsylvanians.

Talking Point: Protecting our fellow Pennsylvanians is the reason I’m calling.  As troopers, we’re proud of the job we do.  But we’re finding more and more that it’s becoming increasingly difficult to do our job.  Quite frankly, we’re caught in a numbers game, and we’re losing the game.

Talking Point: Some have argued that enhanced technology diminishes the need for more troopers.  Well, enhanced technology may make a trooper a bit more efficient, but we all know that it’s that trooper along the highway or patrolling a municipality who is the most effective deterrent to unsafe driving or other crimes.  Unfortunately, our numbers continue to drop, despite having legislation signed into law that would increase our compliment by 370.

Talking Point: Act 100 of 2001 increased the authorized compliment to 4,310 troopers, adding 370 positions.

· Only 100 positions have been funded, but we have yet to put those 100 troopers in uniform.

· In fact, the current compliment is 133 below the staffing level funded in 2001.

· 56 troopers are absent due to active military duty status.

· That means there are 189 fewer troopers in our communities and on our highways today then there were in 2001.

Talking Point: Yet, the PSP continues to be one of the few full-service statewide law enforcement agencies in the nation.  We patrol 44,000 miles of highways and still serve as the primary or secondary law enforcement role on all 67 counties and over 1,800 municipalities.

Talking Point: During his recent testimony before the state House and Senate appropriations committees, Col. Miller acknowledged the graphic in Gov. Rendell’s budget book (page E37.9), the graphic does not tell the whole story.  The PSTA believes statistics from the Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics (2002) better reflects our law enforcement situation.  Comparing Pennsylvania to the same states listed in Gov. Rendell’s budget book, the Sourcebook ranks Pennsylvania last in the number of full-time state and local law enforcement personnel per 100,000 residents.

Talking Point: Looking ahead, we have even greater concerns for our numbers:

· Anticipated gaming expansion could take as many as 140 troopers away from their current duties to enforce the gaming provisions.

· With over 250 troopers having 25 years or more of service and a new contract being negotiated, we could see a significant exodus of troopers later this year or early next, leaving our ranks perilously short staffed, endangering both the public and our remaining troopers.

Talking Point: Troopers are not the only ones interested in increasing the compliment.  Also supportive of this initiative is:

· MADD

· County Commissioners Association of PA

· PA DUI Association

· PA Association of Township Supervisors

· PA State Trooper Friends and Family Network

Talking Point: Again, thank you for taking the time to talk with me.  The issue is important to our family and the thousands of trooper families across our state.  Not to mention the millions of Pennsylvanians who expect its leaders to be tough on crime.  Please urge your caucus leadership and Governor Rendell to support the full funding of the authorized trooper compliment as part of their budget negotiations.
